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THE  NORTHERN DISFBHSARY 
165 ""averly place.  Cor.  of Christopher Street, New York City 
 —^ ■ ■ * — — —       HABS ■ -. 

NY, 

Location,  Date  and Place 31-NEYO, 
 .  13_ 

The  Northern Dispensary was the  second .free dispensary established 

in  Hew York City.       As the  built-up parts   o£ the  city spread northward, 

other dispensaries^   each  serving  a definite area, were established  in 

various  locations  throughout Manhattan Island, 

The   free  dispensaries   of the City of New York are  designed archi- 

tectural 1y to furnish „;:©dicine , r;.edical  and  surgical  advice,  and  opera- 

tions  in  minor  cases gratuitously to persons v/ho are unable by reason 

of poverty to procure  them of doctors  in  private  practice.       Physicians 

are   :\r.  attendance daily,  and also visit  homers/hen occasions require. 

The dispensaries  tire   supported by grants fro:ii the  legislature, b/ city 

funds and private  subscriptions. 

Directory  of Social  Agencies,  $•  Y.   City,   1925. 

The   Northern Dispensary had its   inception  in 3826, v.-"hen  a  Pew 

physicians  and   >thor residents  of G-reenv/ich Village,   then the northwest- 

ern suburb   "if the city,   organized an association for   the   double   purpose 

to 
of giving the  sick poor  ...edical   advice and ..ledioines,  and   to  the physi- 

cians  the   opportunity  of   studying distinct  classes  of diseases*       After 

performing voluntary  services   for  ? bout a  year,   they   ;.;re  incorporated 

in April,   1827,   under tho   laws   o:C the State   of Ke,w York. 

iJew York As It  Is in   1839,   p.   S3; "Valentine* s Manual, 
1F70,  p.   348. 

For   the   first t..o  or  three  years   this  Dispensary  .■.UR  entirely de- 

pendent for   support upon voluntary  subscriptions,   occasional  collections 

in  churches,   and the  surplus proceeds   of  lectures delivered during the 

winter  months   hy distinguished  speakers u  on popular  and  scientific 

subjects.        (Valentine's ...anual,   supra.) 
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Haying  collected  nearly  #6,000 by private   subscription,   they  asked 

the  "City Fathers"  for a piece  of 1 i,n&  on  .vhich to build,  and on 

inarch  22j   1830,   the  Common Council  voted to  &ive  to the Dispensary a 

triangular   piece  of ground   (as  long as   it   shall bo used f"or a dispensary) 

bounded by   streets  bearing at that ti.i.e   the   ria^ss   Christopher,   Factory,   Grove 

and  old f-'ixth Streets. 

"inutes   of the   Coupon  Council  of  the City of New York, 
priced for   the""years  1754  to  1831   inclusyve,~.VIIJ:   626• 

The   conveyance v;a.s   :r.i*de  on hturch   2S,   1830* 

Valentine's  Manual,   1870,   P.   731. 

At the ;:resent  time, b'averly place is  divided into tv/o branches  at this 

triangle 3   one continuing ,.-©st along its  southern  side  without change of 

name,   and the  other  with the  fa-ne name turning north along  its  eastern 

side.       Christopher  Street  on  its   northern  Ride   .^.hes   the   :.;cute   angle 

".vltb   '.'/overly Place   t,t  the   ,/a stern  point  of the  triangle* 

On Oct.   1?,   1830,   the   Coranon  Council accepted  an invitation to  attend 

the  laying   of the corner-stone 

k.C.C,  XIX:   304; 

and  a tvo-story brick building covering   the  trUaigul^r   plot   of   lund  ;raa 

speedily erected. 

Valentine's  punufcl,   1870,   p.   348. 

The   section   of the  City  .,fhich  The   "Torthern  l.'ispensary  serves   is   bounded 

by l?road,.'ay sjid  Perth r.ve.   on  the   east,   pri"£ St.   on   the   south,   2'6<)   '-:t. 

on the  n-orti,   ;jad forth River  on   the v/est. 

Directory of  Social  Agencies,   1925,   pp.   218,   233. 

Architoctu ral Features 

.r is 
Tois   oui'dmg   is   included  ir   the   .-recent  survey because  representative 

of  the simple   architectural   style   ised  -''or   institutions   100  vours   a^o. 
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The riorthern Dispensary 

Its   survival.in continuous use  so long  is remarkable  In a city -.'here M y 

rebuilding occurs  about  every 25 years  or   )ef:s  as the  roods of the 3i-l^tV 

cotKcrumty progress. 

The  third   story of   this Dispensary ;vui- added in   1854   (Valentine's 

Han-ml,   above cited), making it in  external   appearance about an   it appears 

today. 

It   is  built  of brick^   v/ith  old  brovvnstone  sills   arid   cars   now covered 

by ;..etal .        There   is  also a metc-l  cornice*        The base   course   is  of* bro-zm- 

stone  covered with   imitation  bro./nstore   ce ,ent,   as  are  also the   s~eps 

le-uVU-g, to the   ...air;  entrance  on the  south  side   of the  building. 

The   door?   i-aid d oor-fra.i.e  oi'  the ...aIn  entrance  are  panelod.        The 

disposition   of panels  of these doors  is   especially interesting,  and  they 

are  possibly originals.       J-JT,   orrujuierit^l  cu?t   'ron and 'brought  iron railing 

extends   around  the  building,   giving entrance  fr o:.i the   street through gates 

'..-"hich  "ie^-.d  to   the   three  b-se.-ent r1oorf:t 

T e  interior  is  equally   s'.nple.       The   remodelled  f irs t floor,   as   shovm 

in the  Hravzings,  v.ov/ cortair.s   the   vvaiting-roon anri   the   ..i.edical   and   examining 

rooms  for   diner cases.        In   the  buRe-.ient   is  a dental  room,   und  the ^.edical 

dispensary where   drugs  are   given  to natients   or   sold  at   pjual"!   cost. 

The director's   roo::i  is on  the   record floor.       It1 <*  nroportions are 

good,   und   the c cors   t-nd.   trim ■.•-■ell   nlarmed.        The doors here are  nearly 

ei^ht  -^eet ;h'.gr.,   and  t'^e    /.,Ile   an^   ceiling ^re  of   il^ster.       On  this   floor» 

;: J so,  are   s   aller   roo-IG   and  a  hit chen ,   part   of  th ; s   f 1 oor  bei.ng  used  for 

living  quarters,--a!n   vory  simele  and  unir:oortant.       bone  .. oMirigs   on doors 

are"  tri^. ;,.re  det.ided  in the  drawings, 

rhe  building ^as  its <-.vn he ..ting pi*   c,   ..ith coal  furnace*       (Fro,n 

field-notes   cf the   architects   :v"  the    -resent   survey.) 
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The  Northern 1)1 sper^ry fy/ e * o 

Its ji;tter-si"ve IhfDlio  Service »3-- 

oosae   idea of  the   i^yasriGe   .nibble   good per •"'or::i3d  by this and the  other 

free   dispensta-ie s   of hTsw York  1B   gained   fro-.i the  account yubliahed  !"• 

lfi70  of the  "'"orb-ism Dispensary after 4o yearr   of continuous   service. 

At  tbb.t thr.e  **fom £' ,000 to  25,000  rick ooor   received  assistance  anr.ua] ly 

fro-.:i t^i?   ivst-itutiori.       Over  ru1? a ..ill!or.  -'ad received attention during 

those  yearr*       It had a  corps   of   twenty  physicians   arid   surgeons,   Including 

in  its  1org  roll   of  those v;ho  had   served tha   institution -.any "' ^ciors 

eminent  "< n   their    -rofossion* 

'hhen   it   ie  cri: sidored  that that "oar   over   -3D yearn   :.,^o;     ar/   that, 

vh-gr.   recessary,   thin  uici   :.us   ~ivm a~o  the   o-ati ents'   ^ox-r,   \.h:n'ohy ^re~ 

ventir^ the  breaking  up  o"^ f--,.,:ii" ie"  by  the   re,--;^-.!   of  either   of  the   Tyr- 

ants   t,o the   a]....?hoi.!f3   or   hospital,     ro;/:©   1 dea oay he   'f'or.,^^   -nf  the  vast 

savi.ng  of  exnenne  to  the   pub? ic  and  of   dip,tress to  one   irdividual   th;tt 

is  "orev;nt.j d by   t'"i s  ana1  P i hOar   ir.trci '~, it ions . " 

;. armal   of   the  Corpora -aion   v^   :.r o   Jity   of I'jev'f  lorh, 
T^TOTTP^^^MST" "      ~~™ "~"        "~~" 

;?or  accounts   ox"   tv,e o^';-;r  d ispen sarie?   ,-,t that t i.e ; 

see Ibid. 

,;,.  Rr:.al]  vrood-cut viev  o° oach  accor/ir-aiic?'    .h-e  do*'cri Tiior . 

..ritten,   ^ril  50,   1034, by 

Thooas  " ■.   ;;otchVira 
110   fine  ^t.,   03,0'Rhill,  h.  Y. 

..oorovod: \^ -p 

/6^-I^W /??£, tf-C^. 


